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1645 neighbourhood, and was at Daventry on June 7th, anxious about what might be happening at Oxford. He seemed to be oblivious of his danger, and could spare time for a hunt in Fawsley park, the place where Pym had once hatched his plots. He had still a vague idea of marching to Scotland by the vale of York, but he was half-inclined to Digby's plan of concentrating on Fairfax. Also he must arrange for the revictualling of Oxford, and he had summoned Goring from the south-west and Gerard from Wales to join him. He believed that owing to the distractions of parliament he had plenty of time. " If we peripateticks," he wrote to Nicholas, " get no more mischances than you Oxonians are like to have this summer, we may all expect a merry winter."

He was in a confident mood, as always before disaster. For the New Model he had nothing but scorn. His staff called it the " New Noddle," Fairfax was the " rebels' new brutish general" and this contemptuous view was shared by others than royalists. Kobert Baillie reported to Scotland that the parliament army " consists for the most part of raw, inexperienced, pressed soldiers. Few of the officers are thought capable of their places; many of them are sectaries, or their confident friends; if they do great service many will be deceived."1 Richard Baxter, who had better means of judging, was not more favourable. tc The greatest part of the common soldiers, especially of the foot, were ignorant men of little religion, abundance of them such as had been taken prisoner, or turned out of garrisons under the king, and had been soldiers in his army ; and these would do anything to please their officers." 2

The stage was set for a great battle, and the two armies were moving blindly to a meeting. Since the country people were hostile in that region, the lack of intelligence was worse on the king's side. On June 8 Fairfax learned that Charles was at Daventry and ordered Skippon to prepare a plan of battle. On that day his council of war petitioned parliament that Oliver might be appointed to the vacant lieutenant-generalship, since without him
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